
Offence

Investigation by police

Arrest and charging 
of defendant

Bail considered

Magistrates Court

Not enough evidence to 
commit case to a higher 
court. Case dismissed.

Not guilty plea/No plea

Trial date set in District 
or Supreme Court

Trial. Witnesses 
or Supreme Court

Guilty verdict. 
Defendant sentenced

Committal hearing 
before a magistrate 

(witness can be 
called)

Matter committed for 
trial in District Court 
or Supreme Court

Guilty plea

Defendant sentenced 
in District or 

Supreme Court

Miss-trial or hung jury. 
Case may be 
considered for 

re-trial by the ODPP.

Possible appeal 
(to Court of Appeal 
on conviction and/ 

or sentence)

Possible appeal 
(to High Court on 
conviction and/ 

or sentence)

Date set for 
pre-recording of 

evidence for affected 
child witnesses

Pre-recording of 
evidence for affected 

child witnesses 
(prior to trial)

Not guilty verdict. 
Charges dismissed
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